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FOREWORD

i A
Professor Dr. Shaista Shameem
Vice Chancellor, University of Fiji,
& Dean of the JDP School of Law, UniFiji
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, England

It has become abundantly clear that the concerns
regarding limitations in resource law and resource
management, irrespective of location or micro-climate,
cannot be dealt with in a piecemeal fashion. Silos of
knowledge or perspective make no sense whatsoever when
an existential crisis of fundamental proportions now besets
Planet Earth.

Hence the eminent contributions to New Vistas to
Natural Resources Law, the latest cutting-edge publication
from TGI Books initiative of The Grassroots Institute is not
only timely but also, admirably, considers the subject in
each chapter in a holistic manner. By presenting the
spectrum of environmental law issues, from forest wellbeing
to sustainable and mitigating Indigenous knowledge, in a
scientifically comprehensive yet readable manner, the
volume is likely to be of vital use not only to environmental
lawyers and law scholars but also, significantly, to climate
and environmental activists as well.
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Recently, the activism referred to above has included
seeking advisory opinions regarding climate change and
environmental damage from various international courts
such as the International Court of Justice and the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. A recent
addition is an opinion required from the Inter-Amercan
Court of Human Rights on the rights consequence of
natural resource damage. All three opinions are awaited
with bated breath in the expectation that the courts will
contextualise the adverse impacts of industrialization and
agrarian development.

However, it is clear that more than advisory opinions
from domestic, regional or international courts are now
required since environmental and natural resource damage
has reached crisis levels. Loss and damage caused by
infliction of harm, whether deliberate or in consequence of
negligence, needs redress. Hence, a strong lobby is now
targeted towards the International Criminal Court which
has begun international consultations on whether, and how,
the Rome Statute can be creatively applied to treat resources
harm, including to animal and human life, as criminal
offences with appropriate penalties imposed on the
perpetrators.

This volume, therefore, presents strong evidence to
assist with providing actual remedies to those harmed by
rampant exploitation of natural resources.

New Vistas to Natural Resources Law is, therefore,
not only timely for its description of the matter at hand but
also serves as a firm evidentiary basis for seeking penalties
and remedies for harm caused to people, place and planet.

It's effects will be far-reaching indeed and, therefore,
represents an essential reference for scholars and activists
alike.

- Prof. Dr. Shaista Shameem
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